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Two young Palestinians try to record a demo for a Music Competition 
inside a noisy crowded refugee camp but after many bad attempts, 
because of the chaos and inconvenience in the camp, they finally 
come out with the idea of recording the sound and turning it into 
music. The two young Palestinian refugees discover a creative way 
to record music in order to meet a competition deadline.
The idea behind the film is to show a usual day in the camp the 
director lives in. The film presents the camp as an intimate place 
capable of creating miracles in spite of many difficult circumstances. 
In addition to this, Ambience is a simple attempt to show the 
privacy lost in camps as the most basic human right. 
Most of the actors in Ambience are not professional ones and it 
was their first experience in the world of filmmaking. The film’s 
characters are the real people from the camp.
Wisam’s latest film Ambience, which is his second short fiction film 
and which he wrote and directed, was highly estimated at Cannes 
Film Festival 2019 and received approval all over the world. 
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Wisam Al JAfAri is a director and writer, known for Ambience (2019), La 
machine d’enregistrement (2013) and Bethlehem 2001 (2020).
Al Jafari was born in the Dheisheh Refugee Camp near Bethlehem. He began 
making films in his teens after he started “playing around” with a Handycam. 
One of the first things he shot was an interview with his grandfather. “He 
started talking about his childhood and 1948, when his family was kicked 
out of their village and how they came to the camp. I realised the power 
of film for telling stories - our stories,” he says. He went on to study at the 
film department of Bethlehem’s Dar al-Kalima University College of Arts & 
Culture, headed by producer Saed Andoni (Fix Me). Alongside making his 
own films, Al Jafari collaborates with other filmmakers in the West Bank. 
His crew credits include Muayad Alayan’s The Reports On Sarah And Saleem 
and, most recently, the short Selfie Zein by Amira Diab.
His next film will be a documentary about two political prisoners who have 
never met but fell in love due to the letters they exchanged via the Red 
Cross.


