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Primarily set in the al-Mishal Cultural Center in Gaza (before 
it was destroyed on August 9, 2018), A Play before the Bombs is 
a story that unfolds over a 4 year period. The film provides a 
behind-the-scenes look at the creative pursuits of Abeer Ahmed, 
a young woman growing up in the Jabaliya Refugee Camp, as 
she and the other members of her cast and crew prepare to put 
on a play that focuses on a Palestinian woman’s right to receive 
inheritance.
While the content of the play is tailored towards fostering a 
cultural discussion among Palestinians, neither the play nor the 
playhouse can escape the omnipresence of the Israeli siege on 
Gaza. A siege that shatters literal buildings as well as the hopes 
and dreams of the performers and community members who 
take refuge within the walls of Al-Mishal in search of artistic 
fulfillment.
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Anas HAmrA was born in Qatar in 1991 and moved to Gaza, 
Palestine in 2000. He a holds a BS degree in Information Technology 
of Multimedia from the University of Palestine, and he took classes in 
Journalism and Social Entrepreneurship classes at New York University 
in 2013. He is working in journalism and social media. Hamra is a 
Media Producer and New-Media Specialist, working with many local 
and international organizations and private sector companies, and 
has created many projects as a freelancer. He is creator and founder of 
numerous social and voluntary projects.
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roger Glenn Hill is a director and producer, known for Huckleberry 
(2018), Flying Paper (2014) and Struggle (2012).
Graduated from Ohio University with a degree in Film, Sociology 
and African American Studies. While a student Hill completed his 
first short feature length documentary, Witness a Peace Movement: a 
Documentary from the Streets of the U.S. Anti-War Movement.  Shortly 
after relocating to the Bay Area he founded MentalRev Productions. 
Roger has since directed, filmed and edited a compilation of 12 short 
documentaries, music videos and a narrative-documentary hybrid on 
issues such as: Homophobia and the ballot box, Police violence during 
protest actions, the historic March for Women’s Lives in Washington 
D.C., Love Stories from people experiencing homelessness, Military 
Recruitment Lies, the experience of Lebanese Civilians during the 
2006 “July War,” and more. 
Hill has contributed video to works by artists such as Roger Waters 
of Pink Floyd and rapper Pharoahe Monch, in addition to several 
independent documentary projects. Hill has toured with his films 
in cities across the United States and worked as a trainer with the 
“Voices Beyond Walls” participatory media program in Gaza during 
the summer of 2010.

Anne PAq (born in 1976) has been a member of the Activestills 
Collective since 2006. She is an award-winning freelance photographer 
and videographer who has lived and worked in Palestine for over a 
decade. Her work has been exhibited worldwide and published in 
various  international media outlets. Her work includes documentation 
of Palestinian refugees, daily life under occupation, and Palestinian 
popular resistance, the Israeli military offensive on Gaza (2012), 
subcultures and artists in Gaza, and various other topics across the 
West Bank and Gaza. She has co-directed the short film Bethlehem 
checkpoint, 4am”(2007), co-produced and partly filmed the award-
winning documentary Flying Paper (2014), and co-directed and partly 
filmed the short film Return to Seifa ( 2015).
In 2014, she documented the Israeli military operation “Protective 
Edge” and its aftermath in the Gaza Strip. She is the co-author of 
the award-winning web documentary “Obliterated Families” which 
tells the story of the families whose lives were shattered by the 2014 
Israeli offensive.
As part of this project, the short film Gaza: A Gaping Wound (2016) 
that she co-directed was selected by multiple festivals. “Obliterated 
Families” won best multimedia award at the AFD photo competition 
(2016); and the Public Award at the Swiss Web Festival (2016). She 
also co-directed and partly filmed the TV-reportage Gaza: Is this a life 
(2017) for ARTE reportage.


