
Ayelet Bechar graduated in Cinema and Television 
from the University of Tel Aviv and has got a 
Master in Journalism from Columbia University, 
besides being awarded  a Nieman Foundation 
fellowship for journalism at Harvard University. 
Her first full-length documentary “Just married” 
(2005) is about two married Palestinian couples 
who are not allowed to live together legally in Israel 
because of its new Law of Citizenship and won as 
“best documentary” at the African Film Festival 
in Milan and at the International Women Film 
Festival in Rehovot. In 2008 she was the content 
editor of “Gaza Sderot” webdoc and started 
teaching  film direction and montage.“Hamushot” 
(“Armed”, 2017) - a documentary about three 

From a few black- and -white frames of a Palestinian refugee praying  in close  connection 
with his land into  a 1969 documentary and some colour frames of the same man in a 
2000 documentary, a reflection  starts on the  meaning and  the ethics of  cinema : what 
kind of influence do  genre and style have on the content? What can the relation between 
a filmmaker and his  subjects be? Above all, can an Israeli filmmaker describe and 
communicate the experience and emotions of a Palestinian refugee?  It was  premiered  at 
the Jerusalem International Film Festival,  later screened at Other Israel Film Festival in 
New York, Tel Aviv International Student Film Festival and Lebanon Short Film Festival.
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Nazra - Palestine Short Film Festival 2019

young armed women living  in remote outposts 
in the West Bank - created much of a stir  since 
it focuses on the law system that provides the 
legal basis to confiscate land to build settlements 
( which is illegal according to  international law). 
Ayelet Bechar belongs to the Israeli film current 
that investigates the occupation mechanism 
because “portraying Israeli complex reality is the 
bravest  political act, especially for Israelis”. Part 
of this current are also Ram Loevy – filmmaker 
of “Barrier” (1969) - and Ra’anan Alexandrowicz 
- filmmaker of “The Inner Tour” (2000)- that she 
interviewed in Take 3.


